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1. Galatians
2. 1 Thessalonians
3. 2 Thessalonians
4. 1 Corinthians
5. 2 Corinthians
6. Romans
7. Colossians
8. Ephesians
9. Philippians
A papyrus sheet was a little wider than this A4 paper but abowgatie length. About 250
words would have fitted on it comfortably. It was unusual for lettefse longer than one sheet.
Paul wrote an average of 1,300 words in his epistles (Romans 7,101ngWnitpapyrus scrolls
was difficult. The style indicates that Paul probably dictatespaed to a scribe (amanuensis),
sometimes losing his train of thought, sometimes digressing, soesehireaking off, sometimes
giving an outline for the scribe to complete and editing the final draft himself.
‘It is a great pity that Paul’'s letters were ever chépistles. They are in the most literal sense
letters (Barclay). Paul wrote a series of genuine letters adidiggspecific issues for the new

Christians of New Testament times.

For each book we consider four main points:
Background; Theme; Passages; Outline and application.

Particular attention in Galatians is given to the following passages:
Galatians 1:1-2:21

Galatians 3:1-14

Galatians 3:26-4:7

Galatians 5:16-26



STUDY 1 GALATIANS

1. Background

In the ancient world letters were usually undated. The New mestaarranges Paul’s letters to
the churches in order of length but it is also interesting to reatktters in chronological order,
which we will do in this series as far as possible, though some doabtably remains over
precise chronology.

Galatians is generally presumed to be the earliest of Phekg Testament epistles to the
churches. Galatia was a huge Roman province extending almostczoaast through the
mountain and plain of central Turkey. Galatia is therefore not one twvweity but a whole

geographical area, hence Paul writes to the churches of Galatia.

Debate has centred on the intended recipients of the letter. pitivién North Galatia (that is
north of the cities of Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe) or were thtias included?
The Romans added southern districts when they made (north) Galatia a province.

Evidence revolves around the key event of the Jerusalem Council (Acté Paul knew of that
Council why does he not mention its decisions, as they are verymetevthe issue discussed?
The South Galatian theory adopts the view that Paul wrote the beitere the Jerusalem
Council and that the visit to Jerusalem in Chapter 2 is the one mentioned in Acts 11:27-30.

Paul also mentions Barnabas three times as though he were well tmtve readers. Barnabas
travelled with Paul only in South Galatia. By the time PautadsNorth Galatia the two leaders
had separated because of their disagreement about John Mark. Werel@ete some quite good
arguments for holding that the letter was written to churchdseimarthern part of Galatia, they
do not seem strong enough to counter those considerations that point ta tth@seauth of the
area, churches that Paul is known to have visited and indeed to have fowide®)( The
South Galatian view and earlier date is widely accepted, though somewhere about Sbail is
as close as we are going to get.



2. Theme

In the course of the thirty or so years between his conversion opatldéa Damascus and his
imprisonment in Rome, Paul travelled widely throughout the Roman Erppaa&ching the
gospel and establishing small groups of believers. Letters tiNéle Testament churches
supplemented these visits.

Galatians has been called the ‘Magna Carta of Christian ylibei$ince Paul founded the
Galatian churches other Jewish teachers had arrived in Gal&fti@reas Paul had taught that
repentance and faith were all that was needed to receive Gogigeftss and the gift of new
life, these other teachers insisted that Gentile converts mustcbencised and observe the law
in order to be saved. This meant in effect that the Gentile canwertld have to become Jews.
The Gentiles in Galatia were accepting this teaching. Tasons for doing so were fairly
obvious. As far as we know, Jesus had never ministered among Gehtdelsad lived as a
devout Jew and never questioned the propriety of circumcision, a basienegpi for Jewish
males. Jesus kept the Jewish festivals. The Judaizers coijdappeal to the example of
Jesus. It was a desperate situation, requiring the most fortanghstrongly worded of Paul’s
letters.

The other teachers not only undermined Paul's teachings but his caésl@stian Apostle of

Jesus Christ and of the gospel. The letter therefore has twothesmnes, a defence of Paul's
apostolic authority and a statement of his gospel of justificatiograge alone, through faith

alone and an insistence that for salvation nothing more than faith in Jesus Christdeas nee

Paul refers to people who opposed him in every chapter (1:6-7, 2:4-5, 3:1, 4:17, 5:7-12, 6:12-13)
Paul believed that the addition of the Jewish observances to the Chrisisaga was striking at

the very roots of the gospel. Salvation and new life are God'®ogaft that believe. No one can

earn God's grace by living the perfect life that the standar@odfdemand. The other teachers
(Judaizers) contended that faith alone is not enough; there are tthabgsust be done to merit
salvation. Although initiation into Judaism was by circumcision, Pssgrés most strongly that
circumcision is not necessary for salvation. It is not necessary thaleGemverts become Jews

by the outward rite.



3. Passages
Galatians 1:1-2:21

Galatians is ‘a passionate letter, the outpouring of the soul efaahper on fire’ (Morris). Paul’s
urgency can be sensed right from the start. He abruptly abseasthority (1:1) and there is no
characteristic word of praise or encouragement. Instead Pauédiawely and violently
introduces his reason for writing. He is shocked that the Galatiensleserting to another
gospel, which in reality is no gospel at all. Their so-calledpgl’ is nothing other than a return
to the works of the law. Paul’'s brief autobiography is intended to shewgospel of God’s
grace did not come from his background in Judaism but by direct revefedim Jesus Christ.
The Jerusalem Apostles acknowledged this gospel on his rare anddtsef When Peter made
legalistic distinctions over eating with Gentiles it seems he yieldedults Pabuke.

Galatians 3:1-14

From the very beginning of the letter, Paul defends the gospel oé.gri@aul points out that
anyone who exchanges Christian freedom for Jewish legalisrifodd, dhat is a person who has
failed to think things through. The gospel is about salvation by gnacagh faith. After all,
this is how the Galatians first became Christians. If woets achieve salvation the cross is
unnecessary. The only explanation that Paul can offer for such muddiedness is that the
Galatians had been under the spell of a magician. The heart gégpel is ‘Christ crucified’.
The Jews (and the legalistic ‘Judaizers’) talk about making the Gentilesfsdbhsaham through
circumcision (Genesis 12 and 17) but Gentile Christians are alseadyand heirs for they share
his faith, after all even Abraham was blessed through faith andhnmtigh circumcision.
Abraham was the man that God started with, the father and prototylseael. Abraham
believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness (Gendgishbbis he was in a ‘right
standing before God’ because he believed him. Abraham'’s faith waane kind of faith as
his spiritual heirs who believe. The promise to Abraham from thmiieg was that Gentiles
(all nations) would be blessed. As no one can ever be justified bgvihthe two principles
must be kept separate. The law brings death but faith leade,t@H# righteous will live by
faith’ (Habbakuk 2:4).

Galatians 3:26-4:7

By faith in Jesus Christ all Christians are children of God, regardless cftedios or sex.
Galatians 5:16-26

It is not circumcision that matters but what it stands for. S€has saved us and set us free, not
to live permissive self-indulgent lives, but to put ourselves at Gdidfgsal. When we live to

please ourselves it shows in the way that we behave. When we Ipease God, we show a
character produced in us by the Holy Spirit as he controls and transforms our living.



4. Outline and application

1:1-10 Greetings and introduction

1:11-12 Paul’s direct revelation of the gospel

1:13-24 Paul did not receive the gospel from human sources
2:1-10 Paul acknowledged by Jerusalem Apostles
2:11-21 Paul’s rebuke of Peter’s legalism

3:1-14 The sufficiency of faith; the curse of the law
3:15-25 The law and the promise

3:26-4:7 The law demonstrates divine grace

4:4-5:12 Allegory of Christian freedom from Abraham’s sons
5:13-6:10 A warning against antinomianism (lawlessness)
6:11-18 Conclusion and benediction

The letter to the Galatians is so closely tied to a historical issueqtbiditile concern to us) that
some may question its use. Luther found the Epistle helpful in liggéds against legalism.
Justification by faith was as relevant to Luther, as it wahaoGalatians, as it is to us today.
Any form of legalism is bondage, which is alien to ChristiangyPaul saw it. Any approach to
Christianity that rests upon the rigid observance of external asles means of salvation is no
better than that which the Galatians were in danger of adoptindatidha disproves the
erroneous teaching that baptism (either for infants or adults) triagyther than faith in Jesus
and his death on the cross is necessary to salvation. The docjusgfichtion by faith delivers
the church from a mere formalism to which the neglect of its preaching leads.

The legalistic method is dangerously attractive. It is simijpldollow a pattern of observances
than personal faith. Justification by faith in Christ alone wilvitably be suspicious of priestly
mediators. The opposite course is also a possibility, not leghalisiiibertinism or lawlessness
(antinomianism). Paul makes it clear that freedom in Chrisbtisn excuse for self-indulgence.
The type of Christianity that Paul advocates (I am crucifigd ®hrist) makes rigorous demands
despite its anti-legalistic approach.

Particular attention in 1 Thessalonians is given to the following passages:
1 Thessalonians 1:8-10

1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11

1 Thessalonians 5:12-28



STUDY 2 1 THESSALONIANS

1. Background

Thessalonica was the capital city of Macedonia, a Roman provindertfern Greece. It was
on the main highway from Rome to the East (Byzantium, Istanbul) asdaigo a prosperous
port on the Aegean Sea, across the bay from Mount Olympus. Paed ¥istcity on his second
missionary journey. Silas and probably Timothy accompanied him. Tlkepsialeft Philippi
where Paul and Silas had suffered for their faith and had been omguligActs 16:22-24; 1
Thessalonians 2:2). Their mission in Thessalonica was an immediate succesayahdlieaed.
Among these were some Jews, probably merchants, who had settlechritlelad a well-
established synagogue (Acts 17:1), as well as devout Greeks (ore&edsj and not a few
important women.

Paul often began preaching the gospel in the synagogue, proclaimusy akeshe promised
Messiah (Christ) and explaining that Jesus had to suffer anttoreethe dead. According to
Acts 17:2 Paul spent three Sabbaths preaching in the synagoguesatiditiea and, in addition,

it is likely that Paul taught the Christians on weekdays alsaseain the Sabbath. Later there was
a riot, though whether this was immediately after the third Shkbatot clear. It seems that
Paul was in the city for more than two or three weeks becauseafieengaged in gainful
employment there (1 Thessalonians 2:9), received at least twalggésifrom Philippi and had

a considerable number of Gentile converts (1 Thessalonians 1:9).

The Jews had more than likely stirred up the mob violence becausedheyinhappy that so
many of their proselytes were now embracing Christianity. Thgiocrisy is similar to the chief
priests who rejected Jesus as their king, out of feigned loga®aésar (John 19:15). A street-
corner gang was goaded to attack Jason’s house where Paul was stayingerHesad was out.
Jason was bound over and then released.

In order not to bring any further trouble upon Jason and the other beligetssl{y:10), Paul
moved on through Berea to Athens but persecution of the Christians iralbiméss continued.
When Timothy rejoined Paul in Athens, Paul was very anxious to knowfnawsl hessalonica
and sent Timothy back to the city so that he could encourage the [Bhess&hristians in their
time of persecution (1 Thessalonians 3:1-5) and return with a report.

Paul preached in Athens (Acts 17:16-34) but his ministry was not eBpetuitful. He,
therefore, journeyed from Athens to Corinth. When Timothy joined Pabbanth his report
was so encouraging that Paul wrote this letter, 1 Thessaloniamsstalnmediately. In this
letter, Paul answers questions that had arisen and repeatsdhimigean matters where the
church was weak.

Acts 18:11-18 makes reference to Gallio. Secular evidence, suabcaptions, helps us to put
a date on this letter of Paul to the Thessalonians. Considerabletssppeen to a date of AD
50 but the letter was almost certainly written between AD 50 and AD 52.



2. Theme

The news from Timothy prompts Paul to write about a number of pmhthings. He touches
briefly on a number of themes of which the most important, in thisrles the theme of
eschatology (the doctrine of what happens at the end of the world).

In the first major section Paul congratulates the Thessaloniatiemrconversion and progress
in the Christian life. Their faithfulness even in persecution praging to be an example to
other Christians in Macedonia and Greece (Achaia). Importanbniesabout Christian
evangelism and how the church spreads the gospel can be learned &®uaction. In the
middle of this section Paul reminds his readers of the kind of myirnist he exercised among
them. It could be that Paul is defending himself against slandacousations but just as likely
is the idea that he is glad that his labours were not in vaimyle@nt important teaching about
the Christian ministry and how pastors serve the gospel and the church is given.

The second major section is a list of exhortations to Christiarvimeina This includes teaching
not only against immoral behaviour but also to increased mutual loveprtdordt and
watchfulness in view of the Lord’s return, and to a variety of gralcthatters. Paul’s concern is
that the Christians at Thessalonica should continue making progress in the gospel.

An important issue in the life of the church was the teaching abeutadrd’s return, which is all
the more understandable in a period of persecution. The Thessaloniansosbave been
sorrowing over their brothers and sisters who had died, apparently bécayshd not realise
that their fellow Christians who had died would share in the joy ofdhen of the Lord Jesus.
They may even have thought that death before the ‘Parousia’ (the ¢otureg of the Lord in
glory, sometimes called ‘second coming’) was a chastisemersirfpor even an indication of
loss of salvation. In this context Paul gives a message of Christian hope andeshss readers
by explaining that Christians who have died will be resurrected dodiier rapture so that they
may be taken up along with Christians who are still alive on earth.

Towards the end of the letter the emphasis shifts from comfasataing. Christians must
watch for the day of the Lord so that it does not take them by sarpvisatchfulness does not
mean mental awareness alone but obedience and service. Mosttloéyakye called to be a
Christian community, a church dedicated to the gospel.



3. Passages
1 Thessalonians 1:8-10

Paul commends the Thessalonians for from them the gospel messagmd@ut so that it is
heard ‘everywhere’. In many ways these verses are the gaspelutshell. Paul had preached
the character of God, with the effect that people turned to himtimffam the worship of idols.
This was not simply an abstract belief but one that was dema@astraservice and anticipation
of the Lord’s return. God alone is worthy for he alone is living, inreshto lifeless idols, and
true, in contrast to the false representations of the divine beiagl had preached of about
Jesus, God’s Son, who died to deliver mankind from judgment. He had alsbgutedout the
resurrection and the return of the Lord Jesus Christ from heavenprdimese of the Lord’'s
return is especially precious to those who suffer. Had Jesus notrdised from the dead,
appeared and ascended, he could never return (1 Thessalonians 2:19; 3:13; H£1%3)5: & is
Jesus who will return to rescue his people from the coming wrdib.dgsire to flee from the
coming wrath was the essence of membership among the early MéthodTChristians look to
this time with hope because it is a time of rescue and not of doom.

1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

The standards to which Christians are called to live are ditferéhey have already been given
instruction of how they must live in order to please God but the pulloofdly ways is always
strong for Christians. Paul commends them for the life theyliareg now rather than
condemning them for the life they led before. ‘Brotherly love’ hetates to love within the
family of God, under his fatherhood. If we bear in mind that even thelowiisg families have
their differences, we can understand Paul’s urging the Thessaldoidoge all the brothers
‘more and more’. The Greeks may have despised manual labour buta@krisust not make
the Lord’s return an excuse for opting out of hard work.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11

Paul had taught that the Lord would return but some had died between Bayl’'sn
Thessalonica and the writing of his letter. Paul reassureBhgssalonians that those who have
died will not lose out. The expression, ‘those who sleep’, points toethpadrary nature of
death. They will be raised first when Christ comes in glorythadiving will join in the Lord’s
triumph and enjoy his presence. Christians are not immune from s@hokppians 2:27), but
they do not mourn without hope. This hope is based on history — Jesus died andirosEag)
does not refer to Jesus’ death as ‘sleep’. Jesus sufferesepaahtion from God for the world’s
sins — but because of his real death a Christian’s death has &esfortned into sleep. The
Christian’s ultimate expectation is not simply of being raised but of being veitis Jerever.

1 Thessalonians 5:12-28



Paul concludes dealing with a number of matters (constrained byotimpace) briefly. He
never ceases to pray for his readers and he is always awaosvahuch he is need of their
prayers.



4. Outline and application

1:1-10 Greetings and thanksgiving

2: 1-16 Paul joyfully recalls his visit and its fruit

2:17-3:13 Paul reminds them how he and the others behaved
4:1-8 Paul urges sexual self-control

4:9-12 Paul encourages brotherly love and daily work
4:13-18 Paul encourages the bereaved to be steadfast
5:1-11 Watchfulness for the Lord’s return is urged

5:12-28 Exhortations to fellowship and worship

The first letter to the Thessalonians gives us a good insightim@wly planted church. We
discover how it came into being, what the apostle taught in itréagths and weaknesses, its
theological and moral problems, and how it was spreading the gospekeypeints to note are
how the church developed in New Testament times and how the issuesefwho had died
before the Lord’s coming in glory is addressed.

Despite our structures it is important too understand that in thendigti@hristian church the
gospel creates the church and the church spreads the gospel. Thalymseelthe church as the
church seeks to live a life that is worthy of the gospel. Thiansmehat it is more than
permissible to question the way we do things or have always done. titngsvital that we do
SO.

The Christian church has seriously neglected the Lord’s futureomy ghd Christian teaching
about eschatology (the doctrine of the last things) has been vehy.pdbespite some of the
difficulties in presenting the Bible’s teaching systematalihristians need reminding of the
glorious hope that Christ will come again in glory, that those wa@asleep in him will be with

him and those who are alive and waiting expectantly will join wi#gm in worship. John Stott
suggests the following outline for the letter:

1:1-10 Christian Evangelism: How the church spreads the gospel
2:1-3:13 Christian Ministry: How pastors serve the gospel and the church
4:1-12 Christian Behaviour: How the church must live according to the gospel

4:13-5:11 Christian Hope: How the gospel should inspire the church
5:12-28 Christian Community: How to be a gospel church
Particular attention in 2 Thessalonians is given to the following passages:

2 Thessalonians 1:5-10
2 Thessalonians 2:1-12

10



STUDY 3 2 THESSALONIANS

1. Background

Paul’s interest in the Thessalonians did not end with his fitstrleTheir continued discipleship

was important to him. Some of the things in Paul’s first letbethe Thessalonians are not
repeated in the second letter. If Paul was defending his own pemtagalty against attacks

from his critics then the issue seems to have been settletieferis no mention of this in the
second letter.

It is likely that while Paul was still in Corinth a furthepiort of the church at Thessalonica came
to him and that this news was sufficiently important to prompt bimrtte this letter. The three
main items that Paul appears to be concerned about are that gwupensof the Christians had
grown worse, that false teaching had crept into the church and thegameess of Christ’s return
had been misused and made an excuse for shirking responsibility.

In order to respond to the three main concerns, Paul urged the Thessatorparsevere a little
longer by describing the reward and retribution issuing from the fytigment of God (2
Thessalonians 1:3-10). In the first letter Paul stressed thabtHewill come in glory suddenly.
Some Thessalonians had concluded that the Lord had already come arsdaPpalris to correct
this misunderstanding by clarifying prominent events belonging to thefdi#e Lord to prove
the falsity of claims that the day had already arrived (2 ThessafRid-12). Another point that
needed to be stressed again is particularly relevant to those sgersdations about the Second
Advent have caused them to give up their work and live in meddlesomesglleHaving made
reference to his example and the example of those who worked witim it previous letter,
this time Paul is less confident that the Thessalonians waélt@uch notice of his warnings. He
therefore gives instructions as to how the church should treat the dismuobg Thessalonians
3:6-15).

Paul takes advantage of the second letter to give further encoeraigienthe believers in their
continuing difficulties, to request their prayers and to give gemenahsel. If we are right in
assuming a date of about AD 50 for the first letter then we canwahe time of the second
epistle down quite considerably. Paul must have written this sectiad before his visit to
Macedonia (Acts 20:1) for it is hard to think that Paul would have ndededte such a letter
after having had the opportunity to deal with these issues in persanleastawithout making
reference to any visit. As Corinth is the only place where we khawPaul, Silas and Timothy
were together before Acts 20, the second letter to the Thessalpridably came soon after the
first.

11



2. Theme

Most of the ‘second letters’ in the New Testament stand venhnmuthe shadow of the ‘first
letters’ and 2 Thessalonians is no exception to this. It is a shater letter than Paul’s first
letter to the church at Thessalonica.

The letter's opening greeting is followed by repeated thanks to @atid spiritual progress of
the Thessalonian believers and for their patient endurance in peysetuti the commendation
is much shorter than that of the first letter. Paul moves onqueckly to the main theme of his
letter.

The main subject of the letter is the Lord’s coming in glory. Themlogical word for this

doctrine is ‘eschatology’. Paul vividly describes the Lord’s conmnglory (Second Coming /

Second Advent / Parousia) when persecutors will be judged and theupedsetieved of their

sufferings. Paul’'s purpose in this is to encourage the Thessaldniaostinued endurance by
looking ahead to the time when the order will be reversed by Christ’s return.

Several misunderstandings about the Lord’s coming in glory need tedrectlup. Looking to
the return of the Lord does not mean that normal living should ceaselh&ksalonians should
not be deceived by false prophecy.

There is a tension in the two letters between the sudden nature bbrtd’s coming and the
signs that precede his coming but this is a tension that runs thitoaigisdhatological passages
in Scripture (e.g. passages in the gospels, Luke 17:22-37, Mark 13:33-37uddka soming of
the Lord, compared with Mark 13:5-32 — signs of the end of the age.aldkdsa mark of the
authenticity of the two letters that Paul expresses diverses idbout the Lord’s coming as
shaped by his own living experience in the New Testament church.

A sign of the last times is the revelation of the ‘man of ¢émshess’. This refers to the
Antichrist, a world leader of dreadful wickedness, demanding worshipnégrt ion persecuting
the church. Some have thought that this has to do with one of the RomaroEmperhaps the
Emperor - who took his claims to divinity very seriously - or onéheflater Emperors, though
associating this passage with rumours about Emperor Nero (died AEb®&)g back to life is
an idea that sits uncomfortably with the dating of the epistl¢helfChrist’ is the fulfilment of
the very best of all that had gone before (Abraham, Joseph, Moses, Ereamd)t is not
unreasonable to suggest that the Antichrist is the fulfilmertteo’éry worst of all that has gone
before.

12



3. Passages
2 Thessalonians 1:5-10

In a sense we find here the answer to the question ‘why doesn’t Gaomgohgng?’ about the

injustices and suffering in the world. God is already at work atidcamtinue to be so. The
universe is a moral universe and God is just. No Christian can@leathe fact - but God’s
judgment is already in operation and will be made complete ahthefdime. The Christians at
Thessalonica will be counted worthy on this day of reckoning. This wesghiis not self-earned
but graciously given by God through faith in the Lord Jesus, who hima@lé@ the believer’s

forgiveness of sins and eternal life by dying a sacrificial death (1dloessns 5:10). Those who
persecute the Christians can only expect God’'s judgment agaimst tl@hristians receive
strength in the hope of the Parousia for, when the Lord Jesus isegevbair unending

fellowship and participation in his glory will begin.

Paul's concept of what the future holds for the lost is bleak. altisy of wrath and revelation of
the righteous judgment of God. Being shut out from the presence obttigd Thessalonians
1:9) is the exact opposite of being with the Lord forever (1 Thessal®di:17). The ‘blazing
fire’ of his coming recalls the glory of Old Testament theoprafixodus 3:2; 19:18; 24:17,
Deuteronomy 5:4; Psalm 18:12; Isaiah 30:27-30; Daniel 7:9-10). Many havenc¢bdswit the
‘revelation’ or ‘appearing’ of the Lord Jesus Christ with a sing¥ent, identifying it with
Christ’s return to earth at the close of the tribulation. Howetvesr possible also to see this as a
complex of events, including various phases of end-time happenings.

2 Thessalonians 2:1-12

This is a notoriously difficult passage to understand. Perhapsip&ssage like this to which
Peter refers (2 Peter 3:16).

Paul explains three important things. Firstly, some of the Tloesaa Christians thought that

the day of the Lord had already begun, but that was not the teachiraplof Becondly, the
passage teaches that before the Lord’s coming in glory thdrbend great and final rebellion
against God headed by one (Man of lawlessness / Antichrist, in 1 John, 2 John) totally opposed to
him. At present there are forces at work restraining evilrbtlie end these will be swept away.
What these forces are Paul does not say, perhaps because it waessemyeto identify them.
Thirdly, victory will come only through Christ at his coming.

The general interpretative issue here is whether the Pareusisingle event or whether it has a
longer duration. In either case, Paul’'s assurance of God'’s rightetgment is the basis for his
imparting further information. It will take place at the Parausifficial visit) of Christ. Jesus
Christ will return in person. He will punish those who refuse togeise God and will not obey
the gospel. The solemn words have the sense of separation from the presence of God.

13



4. Outline and application

1:1-12 The revelation of Christ
2:1-17 The rebellion of the Antichrist
3:1-18 The responsibility of Christians

It may be said in short that 2 Thessalonians offers a Christispgmive on history. In the
context of unjust persecution, Paul writes about the righteous judgm@&udof In the face of
error, Paul proceeds to expound the truth and explain that such falsehtoobeisexpected.
Indeed the Parousia cannot take place until such things have happened.

Some have used their beliefs to justify an inappropriate life-stfhey claim to be awaiting the
Lord’s coming in glory but in reality they are idle busybodies. ciplge in the New Testament
church was clearly taken seriously. The good of the whole churckelaaswof the individual
rested on such matters.

It has been said that, “The question of meaning in history has becear@ngless” (Bultmann).
Christians who look to Scripture as their authority profoundly disagige (such) gloomy
assessments. For the God of the Bible is the God of history. dHmtiled himself “the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob”. He chose Israel out of the nations te bevenant people and
took about two thousand years to prepare them for the fulfilment of dnisige to Abraham in
the coming of their Messiah. Above all, he came to us in Jesust @iren Augustus was
Emperor of Rome, and “suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried”. The
on the third day he rose again and, having sent his Spirit, has fouttherf millennia been
pushing his church out into the world to take the good news to its fuetkiesinities. One day
(known only to the Father), when the gospel has been “preached in the wdrtdeas a
testimony to all nations”, the end will come. For Christ willura in glory, terminate the
historical process and perfect his reign’ (Stbt& 2 ThessalonianBST).

Particular attention in 1 Corinthians is given to the following passages:
1 Corinthians 1:10-17

1 Corinthians 5:1-13; 6:12-20

1 Corinthians 11:2-33

1 Corinthians 13:1-13

1 Corinthians 15:1-8, 12-20, 35-38, 42-44
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STUDY 4 1 CORINTHIANS

1. Background

The city of Corinth was situated on a narrow isthmus between AegehAdriatic Seas. It was
a cosmopolitan port city, boasting two harbours and a trade centrellaasviany taverns and
drinking houses. The city received shipping from lItaly, Sicily, andnSpa well as from Asia
Minor, Syria, Phoenicia, and Egypt. Its eastern port was Cenchoadéed on the Saronic Gulf
(Acts 18:18; Rom 16:1); its western harbour was at Lechaeum on thahi@or Gulf. This
proximity to the seas and its nearness to Athens, only forty-files rto the northeast, gave
Corinth a position of strategic commercial importance and nyildafence. In New Testament
times it was capital of the Roman province of Achaia. The ahigimes at Corinth were
second only to the Olympics.

Corinth was a rich and prosperous city and had many fine buildings. Weesdarge outdoor

and indoor theatres, temples, shrines and altars. The Acrocoringlepdiat-topped rock on top

of which was the acropolis containing a temple to Aphrodite, dominatecityhe Corinth had
gained a reputation for immorality, not least because of the stijution at the temple of
Aphrodite (the goddess of love), which had more than 1000 women prostitutes. To
‘Corinthianize’ became a by-word for sexual immorality and corruption.

Paul arrived in Corinth on what we call his Second Missionary JoAwy 18:1-18). Such an
important multi-cultural city was strategic for the spreathefgospel for from here the message
could become widely spread. Yet it was not an easy place toiprdbk Christian message. At
first Paul made his home with Priscilla and Aquila. He kept &iitsy making tents and on the
Sabbath Days preached in the synagogue. Jewish opposition forced rRauétto the house of
Titus Justus. Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, was caheedevhen the proconsul,
Gallio, refused to take action against Paul it enabled him to stay in Corinth for 18 months.

There is a problem over how many letters Paul actually wrateet@€orinthians. A reasonable
explanation is that there were at least four letters. Tis¢ letter was misunderstood (1
Corinthians 5:9-11). The second letter we call 1 Corinthians. The ltber is sometimes
called the ‘sorrowful’ letter. The fourth letter we call 2 @trians. (This is not the only
interpretation but it is the easiest). Helped by evidence suitte atating for the proconsulship
of Gallio, scholars generally accept a date for 1 Corinthians of 53-57 AD.
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2. Theme

There are two main reasons for the writing of 1 Corinthians. Halteceived reports about the
church that had made him very uncomfortable, so there were issudeethet he needed to

address. The Corinthians had also sent to Paul asking his advicdaom geestions, so there

were issues to which he needed to respond.

In the first part of the letter, Paul takes up the mattershinat been reported to him. Power
struggles and factions are causing divisions in the church, which kaweresulted in some
members taking other members to court.

There are also problems associated with the extremely pagatysothe church had a diverse
membership of Greek, Roman (attested by Latin names such as Batusatus, Crispus and
Justus), Jewish and Oriental people that reflected the culturbiam v was set. Nevertheless,
this brought its own problems, not only the cultural divisions, but also tlgimaund of many
of the new Christians, which had not even been the morality of Juddisere has been a case
of incest and Paul speaks against it.

In the second part of the letter, Paul answers a variety of gugstom the Corinthian church
and gives some teaching on various matters, some of which seemefevent to our present
day context than others. Many of the Christians were immature cipioied extremists. The
services were chaotic and in particular there were problemigeircalebration of the Lord’s
Supper, the right use of spiritual gifts, and over the dress and ralenoén in the church and its
meetings.

There is a long section on marriage and the single life. T&also a discussion about whether
it is appropriate to eat meat that has been associated withotisip of idols and whether a
Christian can in good conscience attend social functions in a pagan temple.

Intellectually there may have been early Gnostic influences,asuthe belief in the immortality
of the soul rather than the resurrection of the body. Some of the memhbg have claimed
some kind of superior knowledge. Possibly some did not understand theaBhesiching of
the resurrection, which forms a large part of Paul's response.

16



3. Passages
1 Corinthians 1:10-17

Groups of Christians can get too attached to a leader (e.g. Pthe Gentiles, Apollos for those
who liked eloquent preaching, Peter for the Jews, Christ for those who feel so sapéitinink
themselves the only real Christians) but their unity is in Chii also implores them to ‘speak
the same thing’ (KJV) or ‘agree with one another’ (NIV). Brahdrches often glory in their
diversity but Paul glories in unity in Christ. Paul's preaching is leeec, yet it is in its apparent
foolishness that the cross has its power.

1 Corinthians 5:1-13, 6:12-20

A case of sexual immorality, shocking even to the pagans, has @atcoui@rinth. A man has
married (implied by the context) his stepmother. No doubt some, througppaal to Christian
liberty, justified this when, in fact, freedom in Christ is freedtamobey Christ rather than
lawlessness. Short-term discipline is important for the long-gyod of the individual and of
the whole church. Christians have to live in the world but they ardmé&llowship’ with
people who were once part of the church community but are now living$s gnmorality (not
only sexual sin but also to other sins — greed, idolatry, slander, drungennes
swindling/extortion). In the common meal Christians show their ulmitiynot with this kind of
person. Paul deals with the issue of abuses of the principle oti@niiberty. What we do
with our bodies matters, for Christians not only believe in the inaliyrof the soul but also in
the resurrection of the body.

1 Corinthians 11:2-33

Paul rules that women should pray with their heads covered. An unvedle@drwcould be
mistaken for a prostitute. It was very important that Christiarship looked different from the
worship of Aphrodite. The interpretation that the wearing of a sedetermined purely by the
cultural context is largely though not universally accepted. Timbalc nature of the meal in
our modern celebrations means that a lot of the issues do not apphehuirtciple of self-
examination is still very important. The celebration of the Lord’s Supper is handed down to us

1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Christian love is different both from that offered at the templ&gmirodite and from spiritual
pride. Itis Christ-like love, in the spirit of Jesus.

1 Corinthians 15:1-8; 12-20; 35-38; 42-44
The event on which the Christian faith either stands or fallelbaitested. Paul expounds the

resurrection hope. The historical validity of the resurrectionigeace by eyewitnesses. Christ
died for our sins, implies his sinlessness. If he did not rise ihere resurrection for anyone.
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Using the seed analogy, Paul shows that the body undergoes a transfotmbe ready to live
with God in eternity. Those who belong to Christ will ultimately be with him and like him.
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4. Outline and application
Disorders reported to Paul

1:10-4:21 The Spirit of divisiveness

5:1-13 Discipline over immorality
6:12-20 Moral lapses
6:1-11 Appeals to pagan courts

Problems raised by the Corinthians

7:1-40 Marriage

8:1-9:1 Meat sacrificed to idols

11:2-34 Disorders in worship

12:1-14:40  Spiritual gifts

15:1-58 Resurrection

Conclusion

16:1-24 Collections, travel plans, greetings

The church at Corinth was facing so many of the problems and undesisues that we face in
the twenty-first century. In our society, for the first tinte Hundreds of years a Christian
perspective on many matters can no longer be assumed. The backgrdwendaaiidty in which
we live becomes more ‘pagan’ and ‘secular’ each year.

Christians in Britain are not normally called upon to decide whetheat meat that has been
involved in idolatrous worship. But there are parallel issues thatamtnour careful
consideration. There are also issues to be faced as a whole ¢budch with mission,
fellowship, divisions, responsible giving, spiritual gifts, and the righder of worship.
Authority, discipline and patterns of leadership are also relevard.tdssues such as suffering,
death and the resurrection hope need to be addressed, all the more svevhergular church-
goers seem to be confused about matters such as reincarnation.

There are general issues that need to be faced by all Giwistidhe right exercise of Christian
freedom and the danger of sexual immorality are as much contemporary prabldrag were in
the New Testament church.

Particular attention in 2 Corinthians is given to the following passages:
2 Corinthians 1:12-22

2 Corinthians 2:5-11

2 Corinthians 4:1-12

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

2 Corinthians 9:6-11

2 Corinthians 12:1-10
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STUDY 5 2 CORINTHIANS

1. Background

The letter of 2 Corinthians gives us a glimpse into Paul’s ireedings. It tells us something of
his pastoral relationship with the new churches for which he had beeg @nd also his
apostolic ministry.

This part of Paul's life is difficult to reconstruct accuratahd not everyone agrees with any
particular order of events or timetable for Paul's writing of $eseral letters to Corinth. It
appears that after the writing of 1 Corinthians Paul had visitemhtGagain. It was a difficult
visit because relationships between the Apostle and the churchtveéned This second visit
is often referred to as a ‘painful visit’ because Paul writeasade up my mind that | would not
make another painful visit to you’ (2:1). This cannot refer to Pémdsvisit, so there must have
been a second. This visit is not mentioned in Acts. Verses in Btliaris (12:14; 13:1-2) also
mention that Paul is thinking about a third visit.

Verses in 2 Corinthians imply that Paul had written a lettéergifit from 1 Corinthians because
the description of it (2:4; 7:8) does not fit 1 Corinthians. This ‘sdubletter commanded that
the church keep under discipline a particularly difficult person who le@ading opposition
against Paul (2:5-10). Titus took the ‘sorrowful letter’ to Corirgh Paul, while Paul left
Ephesus for Troas and then went on to Macedonia. Here Titus joinedréladported that the
church had repented of its rebelliousness against Paul and had didcipgnengleader of the
troublemakers (2:12-13; 7:4-16).

In short, it seems that the Corinthians responded positively to Riast’'etter (1 Corinthians),
sorting out the problems of litigation among Christians and the abusiee dford’s Supper.
However, further problems arose, particularly the arrival of Juda{dd.:4; 11:22), who insisted
that it was necessary to become a Jew (i.e. circumcised)daved. Paul, therefore, decided to
visit the church — the ‘painful visit. When he did so a spokesman fan&fPauline clique
directly opposed him (2:5-10; 7:12). After returning to Ephesus, Pauadarther letter to the
Corinthians (the ‘sorrowful letter’) calling for the wrongdoer to jpenished and for the
Corinthians to renew their support for the Christians in Jerusalem.

Paul later left Ephesus (Acts 19:23-20:1) and after preaching ins Tand Asia went to
Macedonia, where he heard that his ‘sorrowful letter’ had beenreadived (7:5-16). When
Paul heard of further problems at Corinth he wrote another lettesri@tidans. Paul expresses
his joy in 2 Corinthians that the majority of the church had accepsetdmrowful letter’. He
describes his ministry and reminds them of the collection for @mssat Jerusalem. He further
defends his authority against the minority.

It is possible to offer a tentative date for the writing of 2idbrans bearing in mind that 1
Corinthians was probably written between 53-57 AD. It appears thaettees followed one
another quite quickly. In 2 Corinthians (8:10; 9:2) Paul uses the phrasarago/last year’
suggesting that the matters considered arose in a relatively short spage of ti
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2. Theme

Paul opens this letter with a greeting and thanksgiving for confiam God in the many
persecutions and hardships that he has faced. Paul defends hisysamzetite nature of his
ministry. Having had one confrontation with the Corinthians Paul thoudlettiér to delay his
planned visit in the hope that when he arrives it will be in much happmimstances. As
Paul’'s leading opponent has been disciplined Paul urges that the mastdred into the
fellowship of the church and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.

Paul’'s first reason for writing is his joy at the Corinthiapssitive response to his letter. The
trouble at Corinth has caused Paul a great deal of heartacHeveddhe Christian brothers and
sisters deeply and is anxious that they make spiritual progiteisstor this reason alone that he
felt compelled to write to them so strongly. As Paul writggirahe is relieved to have had word
back from Corinth through Titus that his ‘sorrowful letter’ has brodlgatCorinthians to their
senses.

Secondly, in 2 Corinthians, Paul encourages the Corinthians to getlsogsedorted out before
his next visit. He exhorts them to complete their promised twlieor the saints at Jerusalem
before he arrives and Paul urges the Corinthians to be generousrimgitmgy, just as the
Macedonians have been. He wants them to prepare for his visit timie af self-examination
and self-judgment so that they could discover the proper criterdiskimguishing between rival
apostles. This will enable Paul to be spared the pain of havingtoisx discipline within the
church.

One of the interesting things about 2 Corinthians is that Paul, gpitally, digresses from his
main themes (2:14-7:4). Sometimes, he even has digressions withesstgs. In a short
digression (6:11-7:1) Paul warns about the dangers of compromise withywetandards. If the
digression makes the letter seem disjointed, it is not necdsseoyclude that it is not a genuine
part of the original letter.

To counter the Judaizers, Paul describes how the gospel is supdherltaw of Moses for,
whereas the glory of God on the face of Moses faded, the glory aja$gel of the New
Covenant increases. The hope of resurrection spurs Paul on to thermescthie gospel in
whatever circumstances he may find himself.

If Paul appears only to be bold for the gospel in a letter he rerthedSorinthians both of his
Apostleship and weakness. He was not a man who would retreat bhefmeray only to resort
to a letter and the intervention of his delegate Titus to gain éhhimself had failed to achieve.
It seems that Paul’s letter (2 Corinthians) was successfi?dul did visit Corinth again (Acts
20:2-3). During this visit he either wrote or finished his letter to the Romans, magttbat the
Corinthians completed their collection for the saints at Jerus@f®mmans 15:26) but not
mentioning any of the problems at Corinth.
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3. Passages
2 Corinthians 1:12-22

To his critics, Paul explains his reasons for changing the ameamge for his visit to Corinth.
He has acted and written plainly and sincerely. Neither in pnoiclg the good news to them
nor in telling them of his travel plans was his language ‘an ambg blend of yes and no’
(NEB).

2 Corinthians 2:5-11

If one of the members of the church had caused Paul a great deal of paoulkstill be treated
with compassion and love. This is different from mere toleratiascijdine and compassion go
together for they are for the person’s own good, that is not only retributive but also temedia

2 Corinthians 4:1-12

If we are in danger of losing heart we must take encouragemnidat.glorious ministry that is
entrusted to us is a valuable treasure. Paul says that ifofipelgs veiled it is because of
unbelief — for Christ is the visible and perfect ‘image’ of tm@gible God. In persecution Paul
remembers that a ministry that costs nothing accomplishes nothitige midst of darkness and
death the Christian message is one of light and life in ChRstul proclaims Jesus Christ as
Lord.

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

The commission of Christ is to the ministry of reconciliation. féationship between God and
a lost world is thoroughly changed through all that Christ has accomplished on the ceadsd T
as if he were a sinner, Christ became the object of God’s amnatlbore the penalty and guilt of
sin. So complete was the identification of the sinless Chrikttive sin of the sinner, including
its consequence of separation from God, Paul says, ‘God made him ... to be sin for us.’

2 Corinthians 9:6-11

Giving is not something that is new in the Christian church. Pasl g®ing not so much as
sacrifice but as opening the door to great blessing. We reap in measure as we sow.

2 Corinthians 12:1-10

If Paul’'s Apostolic credentials are in doubt he now makes refettenibeth his ecstatic rapture
and his thorn in the flesh. In this Paul contrasts spiritual blesgthgearthly weakness. Paul
had received a special revelation, though he was uncertain as to whethes physically
removed to the third heaven or whether it was a vision — probably an tiodic# the
profoundness of the vision. To keep him from being conceited Paul wag\aaa thorn in his
flesh. What this weakness is we do not know (though many have specudateid)was
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tormenting enough for Paul to plead that it be taken away on atHeastoccasions. This seems
to be a very special example of power and weakness existing together.
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4. Outline and application
Paul’'s ministry

1:12-2:17 His future plans
3:1-7:16 The character of the ministry

The collection scheme

8:1-9:5 Practical arrangements
9:6-9:15 Christian giving

Paul’s Apostolic credentials

10:1-18 He was the first to preach the gospel to them
11:1-12:13  His credentials are better than his rivals
12:14-13:10 He hopes this dispute will end before his visit

Conclusion
13:11-14 A parting appeal to the Corinthians to mend their ways, greetings

The modern Christian church faces problems that are very sitmikwose at Corinth. These
problems need to be addressed and not conveniently sidestepped.

Factions, personal jealousies, immorality, and the relationship beingigidual liberty and the
discipline of the church and its leaders are all familiar tocthech of today. Personal factions
and personal jealousies must be set aside if the unity and purpose of the church are toise as C
intended.

The church must be realistic about its problems and how it will we&hlthem. It needs to
discipline the wayward in the hope of restoring them and preach rkaboeithrough the cross
whatever the cost. It seems that spiritual strength and phybkioaan) weakness go side by
side, in the Lord Jesus Christ and in his followers.

Particular attention in Romans is given to the following passages:
Romans 1:16-32

Romans 3:21-31

Romans 5:1-11

Romans 8:1-17

Romans 12:1-8
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STUDY 6 ROMANS

1. Background

Romans is Paul's greatest letter and takes prime place ameddgew Testament letters. The
importance of the letter was clearly recognised by the eadych that placed it first among
Paul’s writings. The impact of the letter cannot be measurdtifias changed the lives of such
great men as Augustine, Luther, Bunyan and Wesley, as well #igebaf countless ordinary

men and women.

According to tradition Rome was founded on seven hills in 753 BC. It was a meetingmdaae
melting pot for people and ideas. Rome became the capital cditzegnpire. In New Testament
times it probably had a population in excess of one million.

As Roman control of Italy and Mediterranean lands extended, Romaenshiip was conferred
on a number of people who were not Roman by birth. Paul was born in @argjsr town in
Cilicia. The grant of Roman citizenship was within the powerenfegals and it is possible that
under Pompey, or one of the other generals, Roman citizenship had beed typdraul’s father
or grandfather, giving Paul the status of a Roman citizen by birth. However, by the tvmade
his great letter to the Romans Paul had still not visited thgataf the empire. The empire
stretched from Britain in the West across Europe to Arabia. Rmw@mne the centre of politics
and trade for the known world. Its citizens benefited from the Romaseemx Romanpthat
made travel safe and the excellent roads. Constant comings and gwidg Rome a wealthy
and cosmopolitan city.

It is not known who founded the church at Rome, certainly not Paul or. PAtzmording to
Ambrosiaster (4th century), unnamed Hebrew Christians rather thanofoilee apostles
established the church at Rome. Perhaps those who returned thetbeafday of Pentecost
took the gospel to Rome. The secular historian Suetonius recordsehamperor Claudius
banished Jews from Rome in AD 49 or 50 because of rioting over ond t@heestus’ (the
confusion of ‘i’ and ‘e’ was not unknown in Latin renditions of Greek). It is possibtenclude
from this statement that the Roman Jews had become unusualtgchgita disorderly over the
proclamation in their midst of Jesus as the Christ (Christus), proydkie emperor to take
action against them. By the time Paul wrote, the church at Rachdoecome famous far and
wide for its faith (1:8). There are passages in the lettar are of great interest to Jews
(especially chapters 9-11) but it seems that the majority ofetipients were Gentiles (1:13;
11:13; 11:28-31; 15:15-16).

Paul was on his third missionary journey, staying in Corinth, when b \his letter to Rome
(probably about AD 57). He had just completed the collection for tlhusalem church (15:25-
26) and was staying at the home of Gaius (16:23), one of the most prowoficenterts during
the apostle’s mission at Corinth (1Cor 1:14). Erastus (16:23) wa&sitth@&reasurer of Corinth.
It would be an intelligent guess that Phoebe (16:1-2) carried the letter from CoriRdimie.
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2. Theme

The letter to the Romans is rather more formal than Paul’s letiters, presumably because Paul
has not visited the church. Paul intended to visit Rome but had been pidvemeloing so. It

is possible that Paul wrote this letter to Rome to prepare tiist@ns in the capital for his
arrival so that Rome could become a strategic base for hiomissthe West, as Antioch had
been his base in the East. Paul had already preached the godpelstnategic centres of
population at the eastern end of the Mediterranean basin and wantedh&y jduough Rome
and on to Spain to plant the gospel there (15:22-28). He hoped to encour@eishans at
Rome, strengthening their faith and winning their support for his continued mission.

It is also possible that Paul realised that he might neveh rRame in person. A passage
requesting prayer for his safety and success follows the séktibsets out his plan for future
mission on his journey to Judea before leaving for Rome (15:31). iivératto be the case then
Paul would need to write a systematic and comprehensive leRemte so that the church could
continue his work, proclaiming the gospel to the farthermost parts of the empire.

The major theme of Romans is justification by grace through (elthpters 1-5). Though this
doctrine is found throughout Scripture it receives its most thorough atehstic treatment in
this letter. After a short introduction Paul states his thelri66{17). Everything that comes
after is an exposition of that theme. Justification is neededibecd human sinfulness (1:18-
3:20) among Jews and Gentiles alike. Individual ‘sins’ are sympadrtiee big problem ‘sin’.
God’s remedy for sin is justification (3:21-5:21). Paul contrastsutiteeliever’s position in
Adam, where there is sin and death, with the believer's position istCinhere there is
righteousness and eternal life.

The outcome of justification should be sanctification. That is Génstare called to holy living
(chapters 6-8). Sanctification has nothing to do with keeping Oldmiestdaw, which could
only give a sense of failure; rather the Spirit of Christ gitesbeliever the power to overcome
all things.

Paul's Jewish background causes him to turn his attention to a discussisrael and the

unbelief of the Jews (chapters 9-11). Gentile Christians musbsetsight of the fact that the
Christian gospel was the fulfilment of all that had been promsédtaham. God has the right
to choose those he wishes. Even though Israel in her self-righteobasdssen temporarily set
aside, a Jew may receive salvation in the same way as a Gentile by believmnigin C

In the so-called practical section of the Epistle (chapters 12ag5¢ffect of these great truths
(‘the mercies of God’) is set out in terms of transformed con@iuistians have a life to live in

this world as well as a faith to hold and a fellowship to enjoyul Ras pastor as well as
preacher. In Romans, as in his other letters, his theologicalngashs given not merely for the
sake of information, but to build up and encourage the people of God.

Paul concludes the letter with some practical exhortations. e the adds some personal
greetings (chapter 16).
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3. Passages
Romans 1:16-32

Paul glories in the gospel message for he knows its power t@sdue transform lives. God is
able to save anyone who has faith in him — to forgive their sins atate¢hem to wholeness.
Paul gives an exposure of human sinfulness. Men and women clearkp esechade right with
God (justified) because all are caught in an evil whirlpool of sthdeath. There is a place for
deliverance and salvation and a place for condemnation and punishmertledr ithat there is
an inseparable relationship between idolatry and immorality. Godsathumankind free will
and ‘gives them over’ to their desires and their effects.

Romans 3:21-31

Paul returns to the theme of God’s righteousness. Justice demantsosgawho are found
guilty of rebellion against God (sinners) should be punished. Consequentyenall under
sentence of death for we have all sinned. Jesus has provided a waytfobe acquitted by
standing in for guilty sinners at the cost of his own life. Godfaiyive those who come to him
in faith on the basis of the death of Christ, as atonement forksngtdhe wrath of a righteous
God. However, this does not mean that people are saved on account t&Hitthemr Christ, a
construction that might encourage the notion that faith makes a coiotnilamid has some merit.
Rather, faith is simply the ‘hand of the heart’ (Godet). It taldeat God gives but adds nothing
to the gift. Sinners are justified ‘freely’, through the blood of Chriduistification’ is not simply
forgiveness but being declared ‘righteous’. This is the good new® thetfeels compelled to
preach.

Romans 5:1-11

Paul sums up the preceding chapters saying, ‘therefore’. Clugstth and resurrection give the
Christian a new standing before God. One man’s death can count fobetause of the unity
of humanity. Sin and disobedience began with one man and spread to @dsbendants.
Similarly, Jesus, as the head of a new humanity, has made acquittal and life @at@itdlbl

Romans 8:1-17

Paul again draws conclusions from the previous chapters and begirgoittler The inward
witness of the Holy Spirit convinces the Christian that he or she is a child of God.

Romans 12:1-8
‘Therefore’ establishes a connection with the previous chaptergnglLsacrifice’ is an apparent
contradiction. The cost of the cross calls for a response ottotahitment. The dedicated life

is also the transformed life. Paul seems to say that eviieydrehas some spiritual gift but that
these gifts are to be used not proudly or self-indulgently but with humility.
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4. Outline and application

1:1-17 Introduction and Greetings
1:18-3:20 Universal Sinfulness

3:21-5:21 Justification by grace through faith
6:1-8:39 Sanctification of justified sinners
9:1-11:36 The unbelief of Israel

12:1-15:13  Practical Exhortations
15:14-16:27 Conclusion

Paul’s letter to the Romans is as relevant now as it waetbléw Testament church. The New
Testament church needed teaching in Christian Doctrine. Overdle gad especially in recent
years, ordinary Christians have lost sight of the great docwing® Christian Faith, to such an
extent that ‘doctrine’ has almost become a dirty word in some quarters.

The doctrine of justification by divine grace through faith needs tieygeaver and over again.
We live in a world where sin is not taken seriously enough. Theffédlumanity (mankind) is
real and has real consequences, past, present and future. A é&fgiohror good works will
never be adequate to put a guilty sinner in a right standing before IGdekd, nothing that we
can ever do can make us right with God. Into this hopeless situatiohagSambme himself, in
the person of Jesus Christ, his Son. The sacrificial death of Gbsiss appeases God’s anger
against human wickedness. Jesus Christ is the sacrifice ofreon€3:25) or ‘propitiation’
(KJV) for our sins. God forgave sins in the Old Testament timesticipation of the death of
Christ and on that basis alone.

‘God’s holiness has been satisfied because Jesus paid the penhliynfon guilt. God’s love
has likewise been satisfied because the death of Christ prowdsg lay which the sinner may
be forgiven’ (Gundry). There is nothing that the world more urgently needs to hear.

Particular attention in Colossians is given to the following passages:
Colossians 1:13-18

Colossians 1:19-23

Colossians 2:1-23
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STUDY 7 COLOSSIANS

1. Background

Colosse was a small town in the mountains about 100 miles east cduBpire the Roman
province of Asia (an area that is part of modern Turkey). Althoughdtbeen important in the
time of the Persian and Greek empires, by the New Testammed iii was a rather insignificant
market town. Even though the River Lycus passed through it Colosseveshadowed by
Laodicea (10 miles away) and Hierapolis (13 miles away), whiere weighbouring cities
further up the river. Both Laodicea (2:1) and Hierapolis (4:13) had cortissioi believers.

The church at Colosse was ‘the least important to which any eemttPaul is addressed’
(Lightfoot).

There is no record of the founding of the church but it seems probable that Ega@@gswho
had become a Christian through Paul's ministry at Ephesus, founded tlod.chBerhaps
Epaphras was responsible for the founding of churches along the coungeriokt. Paul says
that he has heard of the Christian faith of the church at Colog9ea(id this implies that he had
never visited the church.

The immediate occasion for the writing of Colossians seems todegvethe arrival of Epaphras
(1:8) with disturbing news from Colosse. The letter is apparamitien to counter the heretical
views of the church at Colosse, though no details of this false ngaate given. If it professed
to be a ‘philosophy’, Paul calls it ‘hollow and deceptive’ (2:8). [fitifience of the Judaizers,
with their emphasis on circumcision (2:11), dietary laws (2:14, 16) anddagls (2:16) had
become prominent, it should be noted that Paul still classed the @aksamong the
uncircumcised (2:13) and seems to be referring to them as Gébtl@}. It is a possibility that
some at Colosse were affirming the mediation of various superhptawers both in creation
and salvation undermining the glory of Jesus Christ. Colosse wasraeaoute meaning that
many people would pass through. This could explain why the heresy as€uwlas a blend of
Greek philosophic speculation, Jewish legalism, and possibly of Eddystitcism. This mixing
of elements from all kinds of religious thought is termed ‘syigret There is also the
possibility that Paul was combating an early form of ‘Gnostigigrhich taught that salvation is
not by faith but by superior knowledge (perhaps even occult ‘knowledge’). tewdnaPaul’s
reason for writing, Colossians is a strong statement of Christian orthodoxy.

Colossians is closely associated with the letter to Philemorit &egms likely that Paul wrote
and sent both letters at the same time and from the same Ramang together information
from both letters, including the fact that Luke was with Paul whan Wrote Colossians (4:14),
Paul probably wrote from Rome. Luke accompanied Paul to Rome and ithestbéthe letter
suggest the period of Paul's Roman imprisonment (4:10, 18). Theweisgorobably written in
about AD 62. It is difficult to say whether Colossians was @mnitbefore or after Ephesians.
Both were written out of an experience of imprisonment. Both warested to Tychicus (4:7,
Ephesians 6:21) as messenger. Many of the themes of the two letteesssameé. They seem to
have been written very close together. A possible solution ishibdétter to the Colossians is
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Paul’s quick response to the doctrinal problems at Colosse and thataphepresents Paul’'s
calm reflection on many of the matters that have arisen.
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2. Theme

Paul's earlier letters have been dominated by the Judaizing cosyrovéewish legalism had a
way of creeping into the New Testament churches, not least belrausavere the first converts
and in every important city there would be a Jewish community andgseahsynagogue. Jews
would also have been travelling through Colosse as traders but althougisi@as undoubtedly
touches on related issues the major theme of the letterageansint of orthodox Christian belief
against the ideas that had become popular in Colosse. Whether tdelBeehaa particular
philosophy or ‘superior knowledge’, Paul says that apart from the die@welation this is
nothing more than empty speculation. Orthodox Jews did not, however, worsaip agigher
did they regard the physical nature of the universe (mattenilasRaul’s teaching against the
worship of angels and his remarks about the nature of the univeradfiarerebuttal of these
pagan ideas.

As with all heresy an area under significant attack was ttspend nature of Christ. The way
that Paul chooses to refute the error of the false teachingvisathreatening the Colossian
church was to teach the truth about Jesus Christ. He confrontetstheefaresentation of Christ
by a positive setting forth of the Lord’s exalted nature and unmatgbed In Colossians, we
have a ‘full-length portrait of Christ’ (Robertson).

‘He is God's Son (1:14), the object of the Christian’s faith (1:4), the
Redeemer (1:14), the image of God (1:15), Lord of creation (1:15), head of
the church (1:18), reconciler of all things (1:20). In him dwellsttz!
fullness of the Godhead (2:9) and under him every power and authority of
the universe is subjected (2:10). He is the essence of the yngE@nd
and in him all God’s treasures of wisdom and knowledge lie hidden (2:2-3).
He is the standard by which all religious teaching is to be une@g2:8)
and the reality of the truth foreshadowed by the regulations andsrit@ial
the old covenant (2:17). By his cross he conquered the cosmic powers of
evil (2:15) and following his resurrection he was enthroned at the right
hand of God (3:1). Our life now lies hidden with God in Christ, but one
day both he and we will be gloriously manifested (3:3-4).’

(Geebelein, edExpositors’ Bible Commentary

In the face of all manner of false teaching, Paul clearly sg¢lsesupremacy or pre-eminence of
Christ (1:18). There can be no negotiation on this for the Christian.
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3. Passages
Colossians 1:13-18

In this brief passage Paul mentions so many things about Chrisiotnat scholars think it is a
guotation from an early hymn of praise. Paul tells of Christ'sdong redeeming work (‘he has
rescued us from the dominion of darkness’, i.e. ignorance, falsehood anddsiforgiveness.
Though redemption and forgiveness do not mean the same, by putting theapposition Paul
teaches that the central feature of redemption is the forgiverfiesss. Paul proclaims the
unqualified Lordship of the Christ the Redeemer, his nature as tlageéinof God by the
incarnation made manifest in human form, by whom the nature and beingdcdré perfectly
revealed, his supremacy over creation as Master and Hehrbinst not first to be created — i.e.
priority in time, but heir — i.e. first in rank), his creatorship, @xestence, sustaining of the
universe, headship over the church (assembly or congregation) and hisyprimaing from the
dead never to die again. Paul's description reaches its climtpe itelling phrase, ‘So that in
everything he might have the supremacy’. ‘Supremacy’ (NIV) @-§minence’ (KJV) literally
mean ‘have the first place’ or ‘come first’. A good translatiuld therefore be, ‘that he might
be alone supreme among all’ (C Moule). Christ has an unshared supremacy.

Colossians 1:19-23

Paul would not accept the Greek idea that it was impossibledos de be both fully divine and
fully human. Christ has always been God and always will be Godis lttee one and only
Mediator. His death provided the way for all to come to God. In atulstate we are enemies
of God and alienated from him and his way of thinking. For salvation wet raly totally on the
grace of God, who in Christ reconciles us (i.e. changes from emonftiendship) to himself.
The message for the respectable person and the criminal @ntlee S'he general aspect of the
reconciling work of Christ has to be applied personally. Beforeséneng reconciliation the
Colossians were estranged from God inwardly and outwardly (in thieids and by their
behaviour). By the grace of God such people are now reconciled to him through Christ.

Colossians 2:1-23

If the Gnostics maintained that they had secret knowledge Paul caithat in Christ we have
all the knowledge we need. Paul does not condemn philosophy but is agacishg that
discredits Christ as the sole answer to life’s problems. IisChe have everything we need for
salvation. It is unnecessary to seek God by any other means than Christ.

The modern desire to be inclusive and tolerant must not cloud the isthesiofportance of the
uniqueness of Christ both in his person (fully God, fully man) and in hik fadrsalvation).
Paul and the New Testament Christians lived in a cosmopolitartysbatethe supremacy of his
Christ and work could not be compromised. Whatever else people may thiméed - we need
nothing other than Christ, not circumcision, not the law, not angels or intermediarigsjalar
tradition. Outward observances are not important - there are miang bf worship, traditions
and ceremonies but what matters is drawing close to God in Christ.
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4. Outline and application

Colossians neatly divides into two parts, doctrine and exhortation. nijhieasis of the doctrinal
section is on the person and work of Christ (Christology).

1:1-12 Introduction, greetings, thanksgiving and prayer
1:13-2:23 The supremacy of Christ in Christian Doctrine
3:1-4:6 The supremacy of Christ in Christian Conduct
4:7-4:18 Concluding remarks and courtesies

A major thrust of this letter is against syncretism. Tieptation to introduce ideas from other
philosophies and religions on a level with Christian truth is very muitth us today. People,
then as much as now, wanted to cling to their cherished ideas and iat®rgoem into
Christianity. It was a practice that seemed harmless enoudgPabiiknew that it struck at the
very root of Christian faith. The Colossians needed to take a hold ast,Ghs complete
supremacy and utter sufficiency - so do we.

We need a right balance in Christian teaching between doctrinehitg and practical
Christianity. Early Methodism excelled at this. Practhtistianity without doctrinal teaching

is a house without a firm foundation. Doctrinal teaching without malc@Ghristianity is merely
another system of philosophies that are not lived out. Paul discussethe/davinity, death and
resurrection of Jesus should mean to all believers. Because mal elestiny is sure, heaven
should fill our thoughts, sexual impurity and other worldly lusts should notdsgioned among
Christians, rather our lives should be marked out by truth, love and p@acdove for Christ
should spill over into love for others. The Christian should be in constant, open communion with
God in prayer and should take every opportunity to share the gospel. $b, Chwistians have

all they need for salvation and living the Christian life.

Particular attention in Ephesians is given to the following passages:
Ephesians 1:1-14

Ephesians 2:1-10

Ephesians 2:11-22

Ephesians 4:1-16

Ephesians 6:10-24
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STUDY 8 EPHESIANS

1. Background

Paul founded the church in Ephesus on his second missionary journey (Act218:18nable
to stay for a long time Paul later returned to the city anthsde have made it the base for his
wider mission in the region. The work was delayed by the disturbaeeéed by Demetrius
(Acts 19:23-41) who made silver shrines of Artemis (Diana).

Most of Paul’s letters were written to address particul@uaoistances or controversies but this
does not seem to be the case with Ephesians. Paul describe$ agresgrisoner of the Lord
(3:1; 4:1; 6:20), which not only indicates his circumstances but also gshawise was aware of
the divine purpose. Paul was imprisoned on several occasions. Herplies that he was still
able to preach the gospel despite his imprisonment (6:20), which se@aiat to Rome (where
he had constant visitors, Acts 28:30-31) rather than to Caesarea (whefgends could visit,
Acts 24:22-23). It seems Tychicus (6:21-22), who carried the lettdetColossians (Col. 4:7-
8), carried the letter to Ephesus, perhaps on the same journey.

Critical scholarship has often suggested that Paul did not watiedtans, because differences in
phrases and style suggest that another hand is at work or becailegtisis in phrases and style
suggest that Paul would not bother to repeat himself! HoweversReutie appears in the body
of the letter (3:1) just as it appears in other letters (2n@oans 10:1; Galatians 5:2; Colossians
1:23; 1 Thessalonians 2:18). The self-portrait of the writer thargaa seems rather like the
Paul that we meet in other New Testament letters. Epheasamextraordinarily well attested in
the early church and included with the other epistles of Paul. The suggestion tledethvgas a
late work of a student of Paul, or of anyone else other than Paul, seems unfounded.

The destination of the letter is rather more uncertain. The place ‘in Ephesus’ (1:1) is
absent in many of the best manuscripts (including the Chestey Pagiirus dating from about
AD 200). Paul had worked at Ephesus for two or three years and \ettdrdacks words of
personal greeting or encouragement, saying only that Paul had ‘loestain things of his
readers (1:15) as they had ‘heard’ of him (3:2). There are alsarsmnpégreetings either from
Paul and his friends (e.g. Timothy, who was with Paul in Rome and well known isUSpliets
19:22).

Several solutions are possible but the idea that this letteraw@scular to churches in the
Ephesian area, rather than to the city of Ephesus only, seemseasgnable. The seven
churches of Revelation (Revelation 2 and 3), as well as Colossejmtnie area of modern
Western Turkey.

The date of Ephesians depends on its place of origin. If Paul wooteRome then this letter
dates from about AD 62-64. At this time one of Paul's closestidsieTychicus — a native of
Ephesus, was with him. A possible interpretation of events is thdtvirote Colossians, the
more personal letter to Philemon and the letter to the Ephesians in fairly quickssoicce
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2. Theme

Ephesians appears to be a letter to Gentile Christians (1:10) retto be united in one body
with Christians from a Jewish background. Colossians was probalignirom Rome and the
common ground suggests that Ephesians is a further ‘prison epistle’.

Ephesians is a wonderful summary of the Christian gospel thatihrasl $he hearts of many
great Christians including the eminent reformer John Calvin. Pasilthe great Apostle to the
Gentiles but he was not intent on presiding over a divided church. Tdtetlggene of the letter,
therefore, is God'’s plan to bring people from every nation and backgrountiegoge Christ
(2:10).

The themes of Colossians and Ephesians are very similar. An important theme sie@slass

the headship of Christ while in Ephesians Paul emphasises the ckuticd body of Christ.
Through his death upon the cross Jesus has brought reconciliation betweandGuadananity.

By the power of the Holy Spirit individual Christians are brought ttogre(reconciled to each
other) in Jesus Christ.

In Colossians Paul had spelled out the supremacy of Christ. Ghtliet one through whom all
powers of the universe were created and who by his death and resurrection has triumpdded over
that stood against him. Paul now considers the relationship of théncthedody of Christ, to

its risen and exalted head.

The earlier letters (especially Romans and Galatians) shalis®jreat concern with the doctrine
of justification by faith. Ephesians does not neglect that impattame (2:8-10) but moves on
to show that salvation is not purely some private matter but thaiuime purpose is to bring all

creation to a place where it finds its true headship in Christ.

The church is composed of men and women who have been reconciled to God throsigh C
but this is not the whole story. The church is also composed of mencameinvwho have been
reconciled to one another in Christ, for they are united to him im. faitis is true of Jews and
Gentiles and any other barrier that might be erected.

It is by fellowship in Christ that barriers are broken down and dngsiremoved. When
Christian people are seen to be the community of the reconciled hieenrméssage of
reconciliation is proclaimed more faithfully and powerfully.

The second part of the letter shows the practical implicatioriseotheory that Paul has been
expounding. The purposes of God must be furthered by the lives of his pEbpigtians are to
show the effects of the new life in Christ in their daily livinghis will come about by different
kinds of people being one in Christ. It will also be shown by purity amd In Christian
behaviour. The Christian is called to be a member of God’s newysd@8tett). This affects
relationships at home and in the family and gives stability in the figinsigal the principalities
and powers of evil. The letter is, therefore, a blend of Christiatnid@@nd Christian duty, of
Christian faith and of Christian life.
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3. Passages
Ephesians 1:1-14

Paul brings a Christian dimension to a customary opening. The themender and
thanksgiving that God has poured out his love in Christ. Paul speaks ofl@Gad&s a love that
never began as well as a love that will never end. By his destis 3ets us free from sin and his
resurrection is something in which we can share. The work of therfa made manifest (the
mystery made known) in the Son and sealed by the promised Holy Sporthis Paul adds the
analogy of the Holy Spirit as a ‘deposit’ (KJV ‘earnest’), the first instalhof blessing.

Ephesians 2:1-10

Paul describes the hopelessness of being without God, cut off from tathjrdgransgressions
(lapses) and sins (shortcomings). People were wandering abouttthenghe grip of sin but

God in his grace has, by the power that raised Jesus, made usithliiien and made us part of
a new creation. After his resurrection Jesus ascended to thénaigd of the Father (1:20-21).
These events have their counterpart in the experience of belieVbesway that salvation is
apprehended (made our own) is by faith. Any kind of self-effort is cengmsively ruled out.

There can be no self-congratulation. It is all because of Godtsegr Nevertheless, though
works play no part in securing salvation, good works attest its reality.

Ephesians 2:11-22

Gentile Christians can easily forget the former disadvantagasntiles were ‘separate’ from
Christ. God in Christ could bridge even the great divide betweead@éwsentile. In Christ any
barrier can be overcome. ‘Christ’ and ‘Messiah’ mean the sanmamlinow adds the historical
name ‘Jesus’. He is the meeting point for God with all humanity. Jesuk’@e#te cross is the
one means of peace with God for all without distinction and the common thdmah isurpasses
all, not simply that Jews and Gentiles should be reconciled to eaehmait that both of them
together should be reconciled to God, in one body by one Spirit.

Ephesians 4:1-16

Christians are bound together by one Lord, one faith, and one baptism. Yet weralieidlals

too. We need to complement one another and grow together. Growing together means being in a
right relationship with the head, which brings the body into the coordetr. We must grow in

love and truth.

Ephesians 6:10-24
‘Finally’ literally means ‘for the rest’. The Scripturesvee give the impression that the
Christian life will be easy. It was anything but easy fanlRaprison. The Christian is engaged

in a battle and it is a profound spiritual struggle but the Chmissianot left without powerful
weapons or full armour (panoply) with which to stand (standing ground).
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4. Outline and application

1:1-2 Greeting

1:3-14 Praise for God’s spiritual blessings

1:15-23 Thanksgiving and prayer for greater understanding
2:1-10 Sinners made alive by God’s grace alone
2:11-22 Gentiles and Jews must be one in Christ

3:1-13 Paul’s privilege in proclaiming the gospel
3:14-21 Prayer for stability through greater understanding
4:1-16 Unity in the body of Christ

4:17-5:14 Living as Christians

5:15-20 The filling with the Spirit

5:21-6:9 Mutual submission

6:10-20 Spiritual warfare and the whole armour of God
6:21-24 Concluding remarks and greetings

It is right to stress the message of justification by gtaoeugh faith and Paul does so but the
story does not end there. The salvation of the individual must never beedivivtom the
community of the saved. Some of us might be happier with thinking ofleessas individual
Christians but we are part of the church, the body of Christ. Tés gis both privileges and
responsibilities.

Ephesians is not a letter that allows a privatised gospel ahd fabd’s purpose is to create new
individuals in community, a new society. The new society of the p@bplesus Christ should
stand out as light against the dark relief of the old world, becaiutiee faith, oneness and
conduct of its people.

As John Stott writes: ‘For God’s new society is charactrisselife in place of death, by unity
and reconciliation in place of division and alienation, by the wholesormedatds of
righteousness in place of the corruption of wickedness, by loved and pgdaesd of hatred and
strife, and by unremitting conflict with evil in place of a flabby compromise with it

Particular attention in Philippians is given to the following passages:
Philippians 1:18-26

Philippians 2:5-11

Philippians 3:1-11

Philippians 4:4-9
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STUDY 9 PHILIPPIANS

1. Background

Philippi was a Roman colony in Macedonia about ten miles inland frorAggean Sea. In 42
BC it was the site of a famous battle at which Octavian teddarutus and Cassius. It became a
military colony. After Octavian defeated Antony in 27 BC, Philipgiswgiven an even more
important status in the province and its citizens had many privileges.

Paul founded the church at Philippi on his second missionary journey 18xts While the
apostle was in Troas, he was instructed in a vision to proceed irtedblaa, and Philippi
became the first European city in which he preached. Apparentlyethissh population in
Philippi was small, at least there was no synagogue. Consequeaailymet first with some
women at a Jewish place of prayer by the riverbank outside thd kb#yfirst convert was Lydia,
a “God-fearer” (a term denoting a Gentile who had become alpadtiarent to Judaism) who
responded to Paul by receiving Christian baptism and opening her homanrissiwary party.
Other significant incidents were the exorcism of the demon fratawe girl and the conversion
of the jailer and his family. These early converts were a aigsrse and unlikely group with
which to found a local church, but the grace of God overcame their differencesurpicisgly,
Paul had a special affection for the church and rejoiced over its progress. Tlnesemirgifts to
Paul on several occasions and Paul wrote to them with gratitudépgiRkims 4:15-16).
Epaphroditus had brought the gift from Philippi. He had instructions tstairto Paul’'s needs
through personal service (2:25), but during his trip he had fallen ill lamostdied. For some
reason, Epaphroditus was embarrassed at falling ill. Perhapdt thefdne had let Paul and the
church down. The Philippians were naturally worried about him but Peagisest that the
church should receive Epaphroditus with all joy and that they should holdnhimgh regard
(2:29) implies that some misunderstanding had occurred. When Epaphrodiiusree he
wanted to return to Philippi and took Paul’s letter with him. Paul paint to the Philippians
that Epaphroditus had been a real fellow soldier in the Lord’s work (2i2&) his illness had
been extremely serious (2:27-30), and that he was worthy of a hero’s welcome (2:29).

Paul was certainly in prison at the time of writing but itnist clear to which time of
imprisonment Paul refers. Paul hopes that he will be releasddyg(ii@5, 2:24) and hopes to
send Timothy soon. Luke records in Acts (19:22) that Paul sent Easiuimothy from
Ephesus. The sending of Timothy points to a possible Ephesian imprisotwntewhy does
Paul not mention Erastus in his letter to the Philippians? Lul@rgianied Paul to Rome but
although Paul mentions Luke in Colossians (4:14) he does not mention hinlippiBhs. The
journeys between Rome and Philippi were also much longer than the plbetayeen Ephesus
and Philippi. On the other hand, there is much to be said for the viewahbhwrote the letter
towards the end of his Roman imprisonment when perhaps Luke had already omoven
Philippians, Paul does not mention the collection for Jerusalem, whishmaiah in his mind
while at Ephesus. Acts does not say that Paul was even imprisobpthesus. The palace
guard (1:13) and Caesar’s household (4:22) point to the letter’'s possil@nRorigin. If this is
the case then the letter can be dated about AD 59-61.
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2. Theme

If written from Rome, Philippians is probably the last New Trestat letter of Paul to the
churches. Paul’'s special affection for the church at Philip@vsaled in the personal tone that
runs through much of the letter.

The major theme is undoubtedly joy (1:4, 25-26; 2:2, 29; 4:1). The lettéoisnal style makes

it difficult to outline. Paul seems to have started writingetoexv his thanks to the Philippians
for their gift and to reassure them of the well being of theassanger, Epaphroditus, as he
returns home. Timothy's approaching visit (2:19), Paul's own hope ofngigite church (2:24),
and the problem of a disagreement between two women at Philippi qgu®) also have
influenced his decision to write. However, now he is writing, Panlwarn the Philippians
about the dangers of divisiveness and the false teaching of the Judaizers.

Against the spirit of divisiveness, Paul points out the importance ofliumPaul points out
that this was the attitude of Jesus despite his eternal divinity and glory (2:5-11).

Preachers who use ‘finally’ half way through the sermon are in goatpany for Paul uses
‘finally’ (3:1) when there are two chapters to follow. Perhapsl Bad genuinely intended to
close but had then received more news from Philippi for the lettes dbange in tone
considerably at this point. Paul, with his impeccable Jewish backgr@uhb), still calls
circumcision ‘mutilation’ (3:2). He calls the Judaizers ‘dods2j, the very term with which
Jews would label the despised Gentiles. If the Judaizers o@kend for salvation by good
works, Paul calls them ‘evil-workers’ (3:2). In effect the Juel@oppose the work of Christ on
the cross by requiring works of the law.

The letter closes with various exhortations. Paul includes agieaity between two women in

the church. Exhortations to joy, patience, trust, prayer, thanksgiving, andynobthought
follow, with promises of divine presence and peace and the return of Jesus.
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3. Passages
Philippians 1:18-26

In prison Paul does not know what judgment awaits him. It was has desire that whatever
the circumstances, whether in release or in death, he would m&ymigt. In practical terms
this meant showing courage and not being ashamed of his Lord. Paul csriblatdehatever
happens he can rejoice. He looks to the unfolding of his Christiaanitfenis ultimate hope of
standing unashamed both before human judges and before his Lord for, regafdtbe
outcome of his immediate physical circumstances, he has eveonreaexpect spiritual victory
to be his. His own faith is unshaken.

Philippians 2:5-11

Paul takes the example of Jesus Christ as the greatesplexamhumility and in doing so
provides a concise statement of the truth about his Lord. This passaiten thought to be a
qguotation from an early Christian hymn (1 Timothy 3:16 could be anothenpen but this
need not be someone else’s work. Paul could clearly write highlic peetsages (e.g. Romans
8:35-39 and 1 Corinthians 13). In any event, this passage is a magnificent summary obthe pers
and work of Christ, pre-existent (‘being in very nature God’, litgraixisting in the form of
God’), incarnate (‘being made in human likeness’, ‘found in appearanaenas’), crucified
(‘death on a cross’), exalted (‘God exalted him to the highes¢'pléerally ‘super-exalted’) and
glorified (‘gave him the name that is above every name’). Consgwentres on what the
phrase ‘emptied himself’ means. A modified form of the kenosis yh@anosis’ Gk: empty)
states that in the incarnation the Lord is stripped of his gloryptubf his essential deityHP
101, 216). The best interpretation of this passage is that the pmeatecaChrist already
possessed equality with the Father and resolved not to cling tdvé@.ndme given appears not
simply to be ‘Jesus’, the name given before his birth and confirmdddsph (Matthew 1:25;
Luke 2:21), but ‘Lord’ (i.e. God). The universal acknowledgment that ‘Jessluerd’ will
include angels and departed saints in heaven, people still living dn aad the satanic hosts
and lost humanity in hell.

Philippians 3:1-11

‘Finally’ carries the sense of furthermore. The Judaizers, wisieédsthat Gentile converts must
be circumcised and keep the law, followed Paul everywhere. Tlomped was in effect no
gospel at all for they altered the very basis of faith, whickalsation by the grace of God
through faith alone. Paul is a worthy opponent for these Judaizers forekientials are second
to none, though he deems them irrelevant to salvation and the gospel.

Philippians 4:4-9

This advice is all the more powerful as it comes from a maanirancient prison with the
possibility of death looming over him. The secret of his joy sden® emptying his mind of
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the negative things and filling them with the positive, not in abstexens alone - for the
personification of every virtue Paul extols is seen in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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4. Outline and application

1:1-2 Greeting

1:3-11 Thanksgiving, prayer and affection for Philippians
1:12-26 Paul’s prison preaching, ready for release / death
1:27-30 Exhortation to worthy conduct

2:1-18 Unity by self-emptying in the example of Christ
2:19-30 The sending of Timothy and Epaphroditus

3:1-21 Warning against the Judaizers

4:1-3 Plea for unity between two women

4:4-7 Joy and trust

4:8-9 Nobility of thought

4:10-20 Gratitude of gift

4:21-23 Concluding greetings and benediction

Four themes can be drawn from this letter that need special exidatiin the contemporary
church. They are interdependent and one can never hope to have an abundanamefoiny
these attributes in isolation from the others.

Christian joy is a great theme of Philippians. The Christigmces in prayer, in the fruit of
labours, in the preaching of the gospel, even in suffering.

Fellowship is also important. Pride, selfishness or factions matstar it. Christians must
share in the proclamation of the gospel in word and deed.

The gospel is the great basis of fellowship and joy. Christiaves &gartnership in the gospel.
Going to the very heart of the gospel can often solve practical amgndbproblems. It must
not be modified in any way or it is no longer the gospel of Jesus Christ and his cross.

Philippians constantly brings the reader’s attention back to Paabs$ gmbition. It is that Christ
should be magnified.
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END NOTES

There is a very real sense in which our study of Paul's ninerdeto the New Testament
churches has not finished. It has just begun. Rather than try terraksiine letters, it is a very
good aim to gain some knowledge about one of them. Below are somstsuggéor further
reading.

FURTHER READING

General
Gundry: A Survey of the New Testament (PP)
The Lion Handbook to the Bible (Lion)

On individual books

Bible Speaks Today Seri@¥P): A book is available on each of Paul's New Testament letters to
the churches. There is just the one volume on 1 & 2 Thessalonians but there iate sepane

on 1 Corinthians and 2 Corinthians.

Crossway Bible Guide¢Crossway Books): In this series no volume is yet published on
Galatians. These are smaller, less technical and cheaper tiZbl¢hSpeaks Todeseries.
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