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Dea friends

Fa God so loved the world that he gavehis one and only Son,
that whoeve believes in im shall nat perish but have eernal life.
Whoeve believesin hmis not condemned, but whoever doesnat believe
stands condemned already because he hasnat believed
in the name of God's one and orly Son. (John3:16 18

“How can they believein the one of whom they have never heard?’ (Romans 1014)

How much impatance a youplace an evangdism? How critical doyoufed that shaing you
Christian faith is? How necessary doyoubelieve it is to share the good wes of the gaspel with
those whohave na head it?

I have head aChuch d Englandcurate relate how he hadbeerchallengedto corsider his own
shaing of thegospel: he hal beenpreachingto acongegdionwhich included some d his non
Christian friends, and spe&ing abotithe needto accept Jesus in ader to be saved After the
senvice, one d his friends hadcommertedto andher, “hées not redly ou friendthen is he?”

“Wha doyoumean? Of course heis!” "The question is, how do we

“No - if heredly believes tha, and his never shaedit Q“‘”‘ e 21 a
) . O with a minimun of

Wth s In al thSE yeHS, then hs nd rea”y ou ‘(}- \ fuss and bother?"

friend.

So just how much importance do you pdace
evanglisn? How critical do you redly fed tha
shaing you Christian faith is? Just how impatart do
you lelieve it is to shae the goodhens of the gospel
with thase who tave na head it? Andwha doyoudo
abouw it? The Scripture passages alove ae
fundarental to Christian bdief and pactice, yet too
oftenwe doft take thar implicatiors seriously enough We wart © share Jesus - but only if we
can dat withou o much troulde. Goingto all thefussand bdher of evangdismis just, well,
toomuch fuss ard bahe!

An evangelistic church

Thee ae three strandg to outreach work: the most obvious is maeking cortact with peojpe
ouside the chuch, eithe by bringing them through ow doas to hear the good news abait
Jesus or gang ot b seethem. But in ade to dothat, it is necessary to have — and if



necessary, to creae - two further things: firstly, enthusiasm within the church community for
spreadngthe gospd message; secondy, a strong, healthy church comnunity with warm and
vital relationships. These relatiorships makes us more urited in our interaction with theworld
ouside ou doas, and endb peofe coming in from outside to ertounter a welcoming
chuch family.

The dory sofar...

Since Januay 2004 we have hada designded odreach programne at Ridgenay, furded ly
the circuit. This progamime has erabled s to employ an otreach worker, andto put on a
variety of everts and pojects to reach differert peofte in differert ways: we hae beea able
to domuch more oureach work thanwould heve been pasible withaut the pogramme!

We began aprogamne d everts unde James Darby on 26 June 200%4ith the ‘Meal with
a Messace' at the New untry Inn Because p@ple enjoy meals out, bod ha played a
sigrificant part in the pogamme: since then we have na orly returned to the New Country
Inn with Gary Streeter, but have also been to Boringdan Hall for Burns Night, the Shapla
restaurart for a Balti Night, the FortuneCourt for a Chinese Night, anadvisited Higher Cacham
Farmfor a'‘taste d thecountry’. On eah axcasion we have dso hach special speaker.

We hae eqeaienced thedre (Hopés Kitchen from Riding Lights, andGlory! Glory! That Man
Billy) and music (Bryn Haworth andMearilyn Baker). We hae beenChristmas dhoppng,
visited the New Roars in Bristol and Wells Cathedal, and seenthe Christmas lights at
Mousehole. We have had family everts, including achallenges evening the storyteller Bob
Hartman havest festival on afarm, a visit © Sidmouth's Dorkey Sarctuay, and amystery
tou. We twice visited Hampton Mana for days away, ran Christianity Explored three times,
welcomed two sessors of Walk Thru the Bible to Ridgenay, andspent tvo sunny weekends
inSt hes.

We hae held two Christinde services, launched the comnunty prayer card, ard sent
Christmas @rds and Easter invitatiors to 50 families @mectedwith thechurch.

Throughthis work, we rave expan@éd ow comnunity roll and lough pegle into contact
withthe gspd who cthewise woud nd have head it. Ve hare seensome newfaces in ou
Sundg services. But this doesn't mean ouwork is done  James ard | have made a start -
bu heeisa gea dedl more stillto do Thejob d evangglismis never completed we must
never say, ‘we have doneenough ard tumn to lodk only after ourselves.

‘the end d the beginning...

This dage of our work has nowv cometo anend Injust a few days' time, this church will no
longe have anoutreach worker whase resporsibility it is to make sure thework of oureach
and eangdismis done The end bthe ‘outreach worker' does not mean the exd d the
oureach work. Througlout the otreach progamne, and paticularly over the last few
morths, the chuch leadeship has triedto make sure that the whde church comnunity takes
resporsibility for the oureach work: it was never James' or my job alore to unddake this
work: it was ou job, bgeher, as a comnunity of Christianbelievers. But now | ammoving to
Pateley Bridge, andit is nolonger my job: but itis dill your job.  Itis upto each andevery ore
of you to make sure tha this diuch reaches ou with the gospd.  Itis the respansibility of



every Christian to meke sure tha te church reaches out with the gspd. Ifwe ae pasionae
abou ou faith in Jesus, then we will wart it © fill our lives, andwart © shae it with dhers.
Faith which is na shared disciples who do na witness, and Christians whose commitment is
limitedto certain dgs of the week are nat found in the New Testament.

The new ‘outreach workers’

To maintain the outreach pogramne, a goup ®chuch menbes, unde the oversight of the
Ministry and Misson committee and head by Mark Chamberlain and Andew Stead now has
resporsibility for the co-ordination d oureach work - bu it is nomore ‘thdr’ job thanit was
‘mine’. They have taken orntheleadeship d the oureach progamne, bu every member of
the boyl of Christ hes a pat to pgay in this work.

The cost of evangelism

Evangdism costs - it costs time, effort and
money. Itcosts individud followers of Jesus,
andit costs the chuch @& a bod of bdievers.
Whenthe dermal destiny of othess is at stake,
nocost can beoo geat: that is ore of the gea
lesoons we learn form Jesus.  How much
impatance do you place on gangglism? How
critical do you really fed tha shaing your
Christian faith is? Just hawv necessary do you
bdieve it is to shae the god nes of the
gaspd with those who have rot head it? And
wha are yougadngto doabat it?

The Qutreach programme ontinues...

The otreach pogamme cortinues with thetrip to Bicton on 2ndepember. This family day
ou will give you plerty of ime to explore the beauiful garders and extersive gounds.
Younge visitors will enjoy the indoo andoutdoa play areas andtrain rides - ard maybe the
older visitars will too!. Further information and dioking forms are available in the vestibue,
from stewards ard youth leacers, andfromthe chuch dfice.

Welcome padks are béng prodiced if youknow of someonewhois newto the area these
packs will ntrodwe them to the communty andto the church.  Ifyouwoud like to Felp with
assenbling paks please speak to Miriam Sitch.  Ifyouwould like to hdp with dstribution in
geneal, or knav of a haisehold whowoud bepleasedto receive oneplease speak to Simon
Roges.

A Barbecue on Dartmoor is planred for late Sepember - lodk out for further details shortly!
This will be followed ly a quiz evening on 21 October, and 25Novermbe will seeabodk fair
as well as ou Organ Centenary celelrations. A safari supper will take dace in ealy
December, which leads us all theway up to our special Christmas services. Lodk out for more
information dou these everts over the rext ew weeks!



Goodhye

Findly, thank you for you suppat of my work as outreach worker. Although 6
couse | am excited by the work | am gangto doin Pateley Bridge and loding
forward to the challenge & ddngsimilar work in anew place, |amalso disappanted
tha | will nd be hee to see haw the oureach pogamne develops, andto shae
with youall in the continuingwork Christ in this chuch. Of course, as Christians we
are dl shaingthesame work, wherever we hepperto be

| woud ask for your continued suppat in gayer as | move to a nev averue d
Christianservice, andl to keep in touch with you

God lkess yu d

Cathaine Stead

The church hasabusy programme of regular and seasonal events.
These ae alvertised on ouweeky and monthly natice deds
and on ouwebsite
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Pre-schod and Hall
3311S

Minister
The Rewd Dr JohnM Haley:
minister@ridgenaymethodst.org.uk
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