
 

Dear friends  

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,  
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.   

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe  
stands condemned already because he has not believed  
in the name of God's one and only Son. (John 3:16, 18) 

“How can they believe in the one of whom they have never heard?” (Romans 10:14) 

How much importance do you place on evangelism?  How critical do you feel that sharing your 
Christian faith is?  How necessary do you believe it is to share the good news of the gospel with 
those who have not heard it?   

I have heard a Church of England curate relate how he had been challenged to consider his own 
sharing of the gospel: he had been preaching to a congregation which included some of his non-
Christian friends, and speaking about the need to accept Jesus in order to be saved.  After the 
service, one of his friends had commented to another, “he’s not really our friend then, is he?” 

“What do you mean?  Of course he is!” 

“No - if he really believes that, and he’s never shared it 
with us in all these years, then he’s not really our 
friend”. 

So just how much importance do you place on 
evangelism?  How critical do you really feel that 
sharing your Christian faith is?  Just how important do 
you believe it is to share the good news of the gospel 
with those who have not heard it?  And what do you do 
about it?  The Scripture passages above are 
fundamental to Christian belief and practice, yet too 
often we don’t take their implications seriously enough.  We want to share Jesus - but only if we 
can do it without too much trouble. Going to all the fuss and bother of evangelism is just, well, 
too much fuss and bother!   

An evangelistic church 

There are three strands to outreach work: the most obvious is making contact with people 
outside the church, either by bringing them through our doors to hear the good news about 
Jesus or going out to see them.  But in order to do that, it is necessary to have – and, if 
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necessary, to create - two further things: firstly, enthusiasm within the church community for 
spreading the gospel message; secondly, a strong, healthy church community with warm and 
vital relationships.  These relationships makes us more united in our interaction with the world 
outside our doors, and enable people coming in from outside to encounter a welcoming 
church family. 

The story so far... 

Since January 2004, we have had a designated outreach programme at Ridgeway, funded by 
the circuit.  This programme has enabled us to employ an outreach worker, and to put on a 
variety of events and projects to reach different people in different ways: we have been able 
to do much more outreach work than would have been possible without the programme!   

We began our programme of events under James Darby on 26 June 2004 with the ‘Meal with 
a Message’ at the New Country Inn.  Because people enjoy meals out, food has played a 
significant part in the programme: since then, we have not only returned to the New Country 
Inn with Gary Streeter, but have also been to Boringdon Hall for Burns Night, the Shapla 
restaurant for a Balti Night, the Fortune Court for a Chinese Night, and visited Higher Cadham 
Farm for a ‘taste of the country’.  On each occasion, we have also had a special speaker.   

We have experienced theatre (Hope’s Kitchen from Riding Lights, and Glory! Glory! That Man 
Billy) and music (Bryn Haworth and Marilyn Baker).  We have been Christmas shopping, 
visited the New Rooms in Bristol and Wells Cathedral, and seen the Christmas lights at 
Mousehole.  We have had family events, including a challenges evening, the storyteller Bob 
Hartman, harvest festival on a farm, a visit to Sidmouth’s Donkey Sanctuary, and a mystery 
tour.  We twice visited Hampton Manor for days away, ran Christianity Explored three times, 
welcomed two sessions of Walk Thru the Bible to Ridgeway, and spent two sunny weekends 
in St Ives. 

We have held two Christingle services, launched the community prayer card, and sent 
Christmas cards and Easter invitations to 500 families connected with the church.   

Through this work, we have expanded our community roll and brought people into contact 
with the gospel who otherwise would not have heard it.  We have seen some new faces in our 
Sunday services.  But this doesn’t mean our work is done.  James and I have made a start - 
but there is a great deal more still to do.  The job of evangelism is never completed: we must 
never say, ‘we have done enough’ and turn to look only after ourselves.     

‘the end of the beginning…’ 

This stage of our work has now come to an end.  In just a few days’ time, this church will no 
longer have an outreach worker whose responsibility it is to make sure the work of outreach 
and evangelism is done.  The end of the ‘outreach worker’ does not mean the end of the 
outreach work.  Throughout the outreach programme, and particularly over the last few 
months, the church leadership has tried to make sure that the whole church community takes 
responsibility for the outreach work: it was never James’ or my job alone to undertake this 
work: it was our job, together, as a community of Christian believers.  But now I am moving to 
Pateley Bridge, and it is no longer my job: but it is still your job.  It is up to each and every one 
of you to make sure that this church reaches out with the gospel.  It is the responsibility of 



 

every Christian to make sure that the church reaches out with the gospel.  If we are passionate 
about our faith in Jesus, then we will want it to fill our lives, and want to share it with others.  
Faith which is not shared, disciples who do not witness, and Christians whose commitment is 
limited to certain days of the week are not found in the New Testament.   

The new ‘outreach workers’ 

To maintain the outreach programme, a group of church members, under the oversight of the 
Ministry and Mission committee and headed by Mark Chamberlain and Andrew Stead, now has 
responsibility for the co-ordination of outreach work - but it is no more ‘their’ job than it was 
‘mine’.  They have taken on the leadership of the outreach programme, but every member of 
the body of Christ has a part to play in this work.   

The cost of evangelism 

Evangelism costs - it costs time, effort and 
money.  It costs individual followers of Jesus, 
and it costs the church as a body of believers.  
When the eternal destiny of others is at stake, 
no cost can be too great: that is one of the great 
lessons we learn form Jesus.  How much 
importance do you place on evangelism?  How 
critical do you really feel that sharing your 
Christian faith is?  Just how necessary do you 
believe it is to share the good news of the 
gospel with those who have not heard it?  And 
what are you going to do about it?   

 

The Outreach programme continues... 
The outreach programme continues with the trip to Bicton on 2nd September.  This family day 
out will give you plenty of time to explore the beautiful gardens and extensive grounds.  
Younger visitors will enjoy the indoor and outdoor play areas and train rides - and maybe the 
older visitors will too!.  Further information and booking forms are available in the vestibule, 
from stewards and youth leaders, and from the church office.   

Welcome packs are being produced: if you know of someone who is new to the area, these 
packs will introduce them to the community and to the church.  If you would like to help with 
assembling packs, please speak to Miriam Sitch.  If you would like to help with distribution in 
general, or know of a household who would be pleased to receive one, please speak to Simon 
Rogers.  

A Barbecue on Dartmoor is planned for late September - look out for further details shortly!  
This will be followed by a quiz evening on 21 October, and 25 November will see a book fair 
as well as our Organ Centenary celebrations.  A safari supper will take place in early 
December, which leads us all the way up to our special Christmas services.  Look out for more 
information about these events over the next few weeks! 



 

Goodbye! 

Finally, thank you for your support of my work as outreach worker.  Although of 
course I am excited by the work I am going to do in Pateley Bridge, and looking 
forward to the challenge of doing similar work in a new place, I am also disappointed 
that I will not be here to see how the outreach programme develops, and to share 
with you all in the continuing work Christ in this church.  Of course, as Christians we 
are all sharing the same work, wherever we happen to be. 

I would ask for your continued support in prayer as I move to a new avenue of 
Christian service, and I to keep in touch with you  

God bless you all 

 

Catherine Stead  

 

 

 

 
 

The church has a busy programme of regular and seasonal events. 
These are advertised on our weekly and monthly notice sheets 

and on our website 
 
 

Church office   
348178    

office@ridgewaymethodist.org.uk 
Tues-Fri 9.30 am - 12.30 pm 

 
Pre-school and Hall 

331186  
 

Minister   
The Revd Dr John M Haley:   

minister@ridgewaymethodist.org.uk 
 

Visit our website at: 
 

www.ridgewaymethodist.org.uk 
 


